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Students will read the following genres: Drama: The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, by W.
Shakespeare. Political Speeches: “I've Been to the Mountain Top”, by M.L. King, Jr.;
“Democratic Convention Speech, 2008”, by H. Clinton; “Lecture: A Latina Judge’s Voice”, by
S. Sotomayer; “Ain’t | A Woman?”, by Sojourner Truth, “Inaugural 2009”, by B. Obama;
“Inaugural 1961”, by J. Kennedy.
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Writi ng Conventions: Specifically taught this quarter and integrated with previously taught skills are persuasive mode

of writing; rhetorical strategies; expository writing mode; vivid word choice;use of appropriate literary devices; use of parallel
structure; use of sentence combining in revision of writing. All students maintain a writing portfolio, which follows students from
6" grade to graduation. These portfolio pieces are indicated with v above.

Vocabula ry Skills: Vocabulary is taught in four ways: Academic vocabulary terms specific to literacy; specified and as

needed contextual vocabulary from reading; study of Greek and Latin root words and affixes; and whenever clarity is needed.
Students are taught using a variety of strategies that allow them to use the terms, recognize the new words in context, and
demonstrate mastery in daily work. Word walls are tools for building vocabulary in each classroom.




